
VILLAGE OF HICKSVILLE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 

Monday October 20th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Michael Barth. The meeting opened with a prayer 
and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll call was taken with the following present: Mayor Michael Barth; Council Members Kent 
Miller, Ron Beverly, Eric Bassett, Charlie Martin and Toni Egly; Administrator Cory Wann; 
Fiscal Officer Cheryl Smith; and Solicitor Avery Demland. Council member Rob Bailey was 
absent. 
 
Cathy Dull from the Beautification Committee was on hand to give the annual report. The 
Plant Sale was very successful, as always. They now have 15 members and cover 22 areas 
around town. She gave a special shout out to Pete Kinnear who keeps the Police Department 
yard looking good. Dawn Ish takes care of the downtown area. There will be Fall and Winter 
decorations this year. They are planning to update the area in front of the Grain Company. 
They are also setting aside funds to be used for the Walking Trail. Mayor Barth asked about 
their history. Cathy said it all started with Lila Wittig 20 years ago. If anyone has any 
questions or comments, please contact a committee member. Mayor Barth thanks her for all 
they do. 
 
Andrew Blakley was present to speak about Ordinance 2025-10. It has been on the books 
since 1982 but is now being amended. Mr. Blakely wanted to know why the village is doing 
it now and also what exactly will be accomplished. He also wanted to know if flocks will be 
grandfathered in. He gave council an impromptu class about having flocks to care for. His 
personal flock consists of ducks, chickens, a rooster and 2 geese. The birds bond to their 
human caretakers. Moving or rehoming them at any time is stressful, especially in the winter 
months and could cause their death. His wife has started a petition and has 72 signatures. 
Mr. Blakeley brought several letters from concerned citizens and read 2 of them to council. 
His eloquence was appreciated by the council members. 
Members of the audience began speaking up about their animals but were not recognized 
and did not come up to the podium. Notably, one mother said having the animals (rabbits) 
teaches her children to be responsible. A man in the audience wanted to know if someone’s 
chicken got loose and was in the road and his dog killed it – who would be responsible. He 
was told to refer that issue to the police department. Then he wanted to know if the chicken 
came on his property and what would happen…., and council ended the discussion. 
 
Jim Morrisey from Choice One Engineering came to council to show renderings of the 
downtown corridor his company had presented at the September 9th council meeting. They 
were asked at that time to begin the process towards applying for ODOT safety grants as the 
grant paperwork is due in November. Ron Beverly said he didn’t know why they were even 
here tonight. Mr. Morrisey said the next step was to choose which way the village would like 
to go with the design. After hearing each proposal and not one coming out #1 it was explained 
that the 3 were only examples. The project can be adjusted to fit Hicksville’s needs/wants. 
Eric Bassett said Choice One was told what they did not want and that’s exactly what was 
being presented. Choice One reiterated that the grants are substantial, but they are safety 
grants from ODOT. ODOT has studied downtown corridors, accident statistics, etc. before 
offering the opportunity to villages. It was decided every business in the downtown corridor 
will be invited to a meeting at the Huber to hear about the opportunity. 
 
 
 
 



Charlie Martin made a motion to amend the agenda to include Ordinance2025-15, seconded 
by Eric Bassett. All voted yes. 
 
Minutes from the October 6th Regular Council Meeting were presented. Eric Bassett made a 
motion to approve seconded by Ron Beverly. Miller, Bassett, and Beverly voted yes. Egly and 
Martin abstained. 
 
A list of bills to be paid was presented. Eric Bassett made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Charlie Martin. All voted yes.  
  
Boards & Commissions: No meeting held. 
 
Council Committees: The Finance Committee met on October 16th to discuss the 2026 
budget. Minutes were on the desk tonight. 
 
NOTE: All committee meeting minutes are available in their entirety in the Fiscal Officer’s 
office at 111 South Main Street, Hicksville or by email request to hixcs@defnet.com. All council 
meetings are shown on YouTube, and minutes are on the website. 
 
Administrator’s Report: Cory Wann had no report. 
 
Solicitor’s Report:  

Final reading of Ordinance 2025-10 by caption only to amend Section 505.13 of the 
Hicksville Codified Ordinances pertaining to keeping animals near dwellings. Tabled.  
 
First reading of Ordinance 2025-14 by caption only amending Section 925.01 of the 
Hicksville Codified Ordinances pertaining to Backflow Prevention and declaring an 
emergency. Ron Beverly made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Charlie Martin. 
All voted yes. Second and final reading of Ordinance 2025-14 by caption only. Ron Beverly 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Eric Bassett. All voted yes. 
 
First reading of Ordinance 2025-15 by caption only authorizing the Village Administrator 
to proceed with the purchase of certain property owned by Mark Milford Hicksville Joint 
Hospital District and declaring an emergency. Voting was postponed until the Special 
Council Meeting to be held October 23rd when all 6 council members would be available.  
 

Department Heads:  
 

Police Chief: Mark Denning was absent.  
 
Fire Chief: Darrick Crochran reported his department will appoint a Spec Team to navigate 
outfitting the Quint they hope to buy with the FEMA grant. Councilman Egly said a council 
member needed to be on the team as well. 
 
EMS Chief: Bruce Silcott was absent. 
 
Park Director: Christina Tadsen was absent. 
 
Fiscal Officer Report: The following reports were submitted to Council: 

• Current Fund Status and Cash Summary Report. 
• Police Department Pay in Report. 

 
Mayor’s Report: Trick or Treat will be on October 25th from 4 to 6 pm.  
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At 7:35 Ron Beverly made a motion to go into executive session to discuss possible property 
acquisition, seconded by Eric Bassett. All voted yes. 
 
Council returned to regular session at 8:00 pm. No further action was taken.  
  
At 8:05 pm Eric Bassett made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Toni Egly. All voted yes. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ ____  ___________________________________ 
Cheryl Smith, Fiscal Officer    Michael Barth, Mayor 
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